LONDON AFRICAN MUSIC FESTIVAL 2011

The 9th London African Music Festival 
Friday 9 to Sunday 18 September 2011 
For further information please contact us at our email joyfulnoise@talk21.com  
Join us at www.facebook.com/joyfulnoiseuk 

JAZZ CAFÉ SESSIONS
ETIENNE MBAPPE (Cameroon/France)  Event 1 | Friday 9 September | Jazz Café | 7.30pm £17.50/£15.00 (cons) | Tickets: 0207 485 6834 | www.jazzcafe.co.uk 

Meteoric bassist Etienne Mbappe plays with the very best like Joe Zawinul, Manu Dibango, John McLaughlin and Salif Keita to name just a few. Etienne’s knack for writing great groves has given his band the edge in the world-jazz-funk axis. His deep end bass lines drive his hard as nails 5-piece band "Su La Také" featuring Cate Petit (vocals); Cedric Baud (guitars); Clement Janinet (violin) and Nicolas Viccaro (drums). This is a first class band that knows how to drop the grooves without missing a beat.
 TERRAKOTA (Angola/Portugal) Event 2 | Saturday 10 September | Jazz Café | 7.30pm £17.50/£15.00 (cons) | Tickets: 0207 485 6834 | www.jazzcafe.co.uk 
The mighty Terrakota, led by Angolan-Portuguese singer Romi Anauel, are Lisbon-based global fusionists who mix rhythms of the immigrants from the ancient Portuguese colonies Angola, Cape Verde, Brazil, Guinea-Bissau and Mozambique with reggae riffs, Indian sitars, afrobeat to create an unique sound of their own that shows Lisbon is not just about fado. Combined with this exhilarating music are lyrics in Mandingo, English, French and Arabic, a truly global groove band. Tonight they play music from their fourth CD “World Masala” (Ojo Musica).
CLAUDE DEPPA'S HORNS UNLIMITED Event 3 | Sunday 11 September | Jazz Café | 7.30pm 
£17.50/£15.00 (cons) | Tickets: 0207 485 6834 | www.jazzcafe.co.uk 
South African virtuoso trumpeter Claude Deppa explores the music of the African diaspora in its fullest form with Horns Unlimited. A remarkable trumpeter who has worked with musicians as diverse as Miriam Makeba, Manu Dibango, Tony Allen and Carla Bley and is a leading figure in The African Jazz Allstars. It is with Horns Unlimited that this flamboyant leader is most at home, where Afro-jazz, soul and funk rub shoulder with Afro-Cuban, salsa, reggae and avant garde jazz all powered by infectious grooves. 
In their first London concert in 8 years Claude Deppa leads his 10-piece Horns Unlimited featuring MARK CROWN, trumpet/flugelhorn; MICHAEL MWENSA, trombone; NATHANIEL FACEY, alto saxophone; SHABAKA HUTCHINS, tenor saxophone; PAUL WEINREB, piano/keyboards; SALIMA BARDAY, double bass; IAN NEWTON-GRANT, drums and JUNIOR ALI-BALOGUN, percussion. Awesome music fired by the energy of one of the most complete improvisers on the scene.
 BLOOMSBURY THEATRE SESSIONS
SONA JOBARTEH (GAMBIA/UK) + BUMI THOMAS (UK)Event 4 | Monday 12 September  
Bloomsbury Theatre | 7.30pm £15.00/£12.50 (cons) | Tickets: 020 7388 8822 | www.thebloomsbury.com 
Sona Jobarteh is the first female Kora virtuoso from the prestigious West African Jobarteh Griot family, coming from a long line of hereditary musicians. She is the granddaughter of the master Griot Amadu Bansang Jobarteh and cousin to the celebrated Kora maestro Toumani Diabaté.

In her teenage years Sona attended the Royal College of Music, the Purcell School of Music and worked on several orchestral projects including the ‘River of Sound’ with the Irish Chamber Orchestra. She also performed with the Royal Philharmonic Orchestra, Britten Sinfonia, Milton Keynes City Orchestra and the Viva Chamber Orchestra, Toumani Diabaté, Damon Albarn, Oumou Sangaré, Kasse Mady Diabaté, Sambou Suso, Juldeh Camara to name just a few. She also composed music for the film "Motherland: The Score" for the multi-award winning film Motherland.

Tonight Sona Jobarteh plays her biggest solo concert to date and she is supported by her hand-picked 7-piece band as she features music from her new album “FASIYA” (West African Guild Records). Sona will bring an innovative, engaging and energising show to the stage. Audiences will be captivated by her beautiful warm silky voice, strong West African rhythms and infectious melodies. The show promises to leave people singing, dancing and musically enriched.
Bumi Thomas, a new name on the UK underground black music, opens the show with her infectious rhythms and spinethrilling uplifting Afro Acoustic songs.
 

OLA ONABULE ( UK ) + Really Sharp ( UK )
Tuesday 13 September | Bloomsbury Theatre | 7.30pm | £20.00/£17.50 (cons)
Tickets: 020 7388 8822 | www.thebloomsbury.com
According to influential Blues & Soul Magazine Ola Onabule is one of Britain 's finest Soul singer/songwriters. His enormous range and emotional clout can have an audience up on its feet and grooving in no time at all. On stage Ola Onabule reveals charisma supported by his band featuring some of the finest musicians in the country. Tonight he plays from his 7th studio album 'SEVEN SHADES DARKER' (Rugged Ram Records) – a lustrous and spellbinding recording that features a collection of soulful and introspective songs that weave incisive lyrics around captivating melodies driven by irresistible dance rhythms.
Afro rock 3-piece Really Sharp opens the concert with their hard edge grooves driven by sharp guitar riffs. Really Sharp are guitarist Kola Ojedapo, bassist Niyi Ojedapo and drummer Jolomi Whyte.

 STRATFORD CIRCUS SESSIONS
GRUPO LOKITO (CONGO/CUBA)  Event 6 | Wednesday 14 September| 
Stratford Circus | 7.30pm £12.50/£10.00 (cons) | Tickets: 0844 357 2625 | www.stratford-circus.com 
Grupo Lokito fuses Congolese Rumba and Latin music to create explosive dance music that is layered with the swinging soukous guitar sound of Kinshasa and the roots rhythms of Havana and then topping it all off with honeyed vocal harmonies and spoonfuls of hot salsa piano. At the heart of this music are the glorious voices of Eugene Makuta, Iddo and Manora, the guitar riffs of Limousine and Burkina Faso and the punching rhythms of bassist Elpidio Caicedo, conguero Dave Pattman and drummer Felix Ngindu. Holding the whole thing together is the dazzling keyboard work of salsa pianist Sara McGuinness.
Tonight Grupo Lokito  play from their new cd “Esengo Ya Ko Bina” (Malecon Records) which in Lingala means ‘the Joy of Dancing’ and team up with visual artists “Your Mum” to turn Stratford Circus into a theatre of feel-good mix of Congolese and Cuban music that is more sensual that hard salsa.
 NAIJA GROOVE 2 feat BUKKY LEO, AYINKE MARTINS, DIYA OJO AND KUNLE OLASOJU'S NAIJA RHYTHM ORCHESTRA Event 7| Thursday 15 September| Stratford Circus | 7.30pm
£12.50/£10.00 (cons) | Tickets: 0844 357 2625 | www.stratford-circus.com 
One of the successes of the 2010 festival was the Naija Groove Session that blew the roof off the Stratford Circus. For this year’s festival Naija Groove sees the Naija Rhythms Orchestra, lead by guitarist Kunle Olasoju, joining forces with tenor saxophonist Bukky Leo, Afro-soul singer Ayinke Martins and roots singer Diya Ojo for a full Naija dance music workout. They combine Nigerian traditional rhythms with modern influences like afrobeat, juju, fuji, hi-life and funky rhythms to create hypnotic dance grooves from Africa’s most populous nation.
SOUTH BANK SESSIONS
 DAVID OSUHON (UK) + LEO MKANYIA (TANZANIA) Event 8 | Friday 16 September | Front Room at the Queen Elizabeth Hall | 5.00pm | Free | Tickets: 0844 847 9910| www.southbankcentre.co.uk 
Guitarist and vocalist David Osuhon is of the new names on the London African music scene. Still a student but shows a remarkable talent for someone so young. Tanzania blues guitarist Leo Mkanyia completes the afternoon session with blues sound that recalls the wonder of the King of African Blues Ali Farka Toure.
 NAHINI DOUMBIA (MALI) 

Event 9 | Friday 16 September | Front Room at the Queen Elizabeth Hall | 5.00pm | Free Tickets: 0844 847 9910| www.southbankcentre.co.uk
Mali’s master drummer NAHINI DOUMBIA is one of Africa’s finest djembe players and a key member of The Master Drummers of Africa and The Vocal Ensemble of Africa.. Today he leads his ensemble “Les
Espoirs Du Mali” for a showcase of the power of djembe drum in Malian music.
 

INESS MEZEL (ALGERIA / FRANCE) Event 10 | Friday 16 September | Purcell Room | 7.30pm
£17.50/£15.00 (cons) | Tickets: 0844 847 9910| www.southbankcentre.co.uk 
Iness Mezel is a perfect modern fusion artist. French-Italian mother, Algerian-Kabyle father and raised in both France and Algeria. From this wonderful cultural mix emerged a sharp musical mind coupled with a passionate vocal style.  Her new Justin Adams produced record “Beyond The Trance” (Wrasse Records) is a fearlessly modern blend of North African Berber, soul, funk and R&B.  Mark Hudson of the Telegraph referred to it as “a master class in visceral post-folk”.  Tonight she brings her French and North African fusion blues to London for her only UK show in 2011.
 
TIKEN JAH FAKOLY (IVORY COAST) 
Event 11 | Friday 16 September | Queen Elizabeth Hall | 9.00pm 

£20.00/£17.50 (cons) | Tickets: 0844 847 9910| www.southbankcentre.co.uk Tiken Jah Fakoly is perhaps Africa’s most gifted reggae artist. Fusing his infectious reggae beat and African grooves with hard-hitting lyrics, Fakoly has become a spokesperson for an entire generation of music fans, speaking out on political and social issues through his songs. His huge success in France, where his last CD sold over 500,000 copies, has made him the biggest selling African Reggae artist of all time. Tonight he plays from his critically acclaimed new CD "African Revolution" (Wrasse Records) where he mixes Jamaican reggae rhythms with his soulful vocals and angry lyrics in English and French,  adding West African traditional instruments (kora, n'goni, balafon) to the mix.
 KADIALY KOUYATE AND SOUND ARCHIVEEvent 12 | Saturday 17 September | 
Front Room at the Queen Elizabeth Hall | 1.00pm | Free | Tickets: 0844 847 9910| www.southbankcentre.co.uk 
Senegalese kora maestro Kadialy Kouyate leads a brand new six-piece band with Kudaushe Matimba (keyboard), Ole Andre Farstad (guitar), Paolo Minervini (bass), Badou N’diaye (drums) and Abbas Dodoo (percussion). 
 
THE VOCAL ENSEMBLE OF AFRICA 
Event 13 | Saturday 17 September | Purcell Room | 3.00pm
£15.00/£12.50 (cons) | Tickets: 0844 847 9910| www.southbankcentre.co.uk 
Here is something new from Africa.  Six singers from six countries combine multiple influences to create music of astounding power. Passionate harmonies, rich melodies and vocal textures that are deep as the ocean are fused together by the six singers JUWON OGUNGBE (Nigeria); EUGENE MAKUTA (Congo), ZYTA ZEBINI (Ivory Coast), ESSENCE KASOZI (Uganda), JOYCE MOHOLOAGAE (South Africa) and THOMAS MOYO (Zimbabwe) and their four-piece band featuring Kaz Kasozi (guitar); Renell Shaw (bass), Soji Ijaduola  (drums) and Billy Doumbia (percussion) to create music that defines what African culture is today: no cultural or musical borders.
MARCINA ARNOLD (SOUTH AFRICA/UK) Event 14 | Saturday 17 September | Front Room at the Queen Elizabeth Hall | 5.30pm | Free | Tickets: 0844 847 9910| www.southbankcentre.co.uk 

A highly original soul jazz singer who mixes the rhythms of her South African origin with driving funk grooves from the London scene.  
FUNMI OLAWUMI (NIGERIA) Event 15 | Saturday 17 September | Purcell Room | 7.30pm
£17.50/£15.00 (cons) | Tickets: 0844 847 9910| www.southbankcentre.co.uk 
Funmi Olawumi, the leader of the Yoruba Women Choir, steps out with songs from her solo CD “Funmi Ti De” (JNR), a brilliant record that is driven by her own unique Faaji rhythms that emerged from the Nigerian party scene where hi-life, afobeat, juju and fuji rhythms are mixed together into one glories funky sound. Funmi Olawumi calls her music “Faaji Music” meaning “good time” in Yoruba and this is what she creates with her hand-picked 10-piece band powered by her producer and bassist Femi Sofela.
 
RAY LEMA TRIO/SAKA SAKA ORCHESTRA (CONGO/FRANCE) Event 16 | 
Saturday 17 September | Queen Elizabeth Hall | 8.00pm £20.00/£17.50 (cons) | Tickets: 0844 847 9910| www.southbankcentre.co.uk 
Revered Paris-based Congolese pianist Ray Lema is one of the most innovative and creative names in African music. A classical trained pianist and church organist (studied to be a Catholic priest) who creates music that is uniquely his and tonight we have a chance to hear a special two-part concert. 
The first set sees him leading his African Jazz Trio featuring meteoric bassist ETIENNE MBAPPE and drummer FRANCIS LASSUS to create music full of individual virtuosity and sharp interplay. In the second set the grand piano is replaced by keyboards as Ray Lema leads the dynamic Saka Saka Orchestra as they play from their new CD “99” (Sortie Nouveau). Expect big band grooves of the highest order.
RAY LEMA TRIO
RAY LEMA (piano); ETIENNE MBAPPE (bass) and FRANCIS LASSUS (drums)
SAKA SAKA ORCHESTRA
RAY LEMA (keyboards), BALLOU CANTA and LUCIANA DEMINGONGO (vocals), SULLY CHAMAND (guitar), THIBAULT RENARD (trumpet), JERRY EDWARDS (trombone), ETIENNE MBAPPE (bass) and FRANCIS LASSUS (drums).
 

RUBY AND THE VINES (UK/CONGO) Event 17 | Sunday 18 September | 
Front Room at the Queen Elizabeth Hall 1.00pm | Tickets: 0844 847 9910| www.southbankcentre.co.uk 
Ruby and the Vines, fronted by vocalist/bassist Congolese/English Binisa Bonner, fuse influences as diverse as rock, Congolese roots music, jazz, afro-beat and reggae. The line-up is completed by guitarist Greg Sanders and drummer Ben Assiter. 
  

 
HASSAN ERRAJI (MOROCCO) Event 18 | Sunday 18 September | Purcell Room | 3.00pm
£15.00/£12.50 (cons) | Tickets: 0844 847 9910| www.southbankcentre.co.uk 
The internationally acclaimed blind master-musician and singer from Marrakech, Hassan Erraji embraces a thoroughly current and very danceable contemporary global sound driven by Derbuka-Berber rhythms. This is music that burns with passion and ignites the ancient and magical fire across a glamorous mosaic of lush Arabic oud & qanun power-chords and soaring taarab-style strings.
Tonight Hassan Erraji, keyboardist Matt Evens, bassist Adam Westerman, drummer Joe Montague and violinist Angeline Bjerregaard play from “Awal Mara” (World Village) produced by Kaiser Chiefs’ producer Dave Creffield and described as the best recording of his career. ‘Awal Mara is a musical tour de force and a stunning comeback from a true original’ remarks Dave Haslam in R2 Magazine, Nov 2010) and ‘steeped in ancient Berber culture and yet delivered with an undeniable rock’n’roll aesthetic’, according to  Nigel Williamson in Songlines Oct 2010).
 
THE RHYTHMS (UK) 
Event 19 | Sunday 18 September | Front Room at the Queen Elizabeth Hall | 5.30pm | Free | Tickets: 0844 847 9910| www.southbankcentre.co.uk 
The Rhythms, a new six-piece band, mixes afrobeat with jazz grooves and power it with urban beats from the black diaspora to create a new sound that has its roots in the UK African underground music scene. 
 
DOBET GNAHORE (IVORY COAST) Event 20 | Sunday 18 September | Purcell Room | 7.30pm| £17.50/£15.00 (cons) | Tickets: 0844 847 9910| www.southbankcentre.co.uk 
Grammy winner Dobet Gnahore is without a doubt the most soulful of the new generation divas emerging from Africa today. She draws heavily on the traditional music of the Ivory Coast and explores many other African genres to create a diverse, Pan-African pop-influenced sound that is all her own. She sings in more than eight different languages and her lyrics speak about the issues of women in Africa, as well as many social issues. Dobet Gnahore is also an accomplished dancer and traditional and contemporary African dance features heavily in her live shows. Dobet is a vivacious bundle of energy, blessed with a powerful voice and infectious charisma. She plays from her new album ‘Djekpa La You’ (Contrejour). 
 
ORCHESTRE NATIONAL DE BARBES (ALGERIA/FRANCE) 
Event 21 | Sunday 18 September | Queen Elizabeth Hall | 9.00pm £22.50/£20.00 (cons) | 
Tickets: 0844 847 9910| www.southbankcentre.co.uk 
Paris-based Arabic super group Orchestre National de Barbes are one of France’s great musical exports. A truly rocking band featuring 13 brilliant individuals who combine rai, rock, gnawa and great grooves to create music that breaks boundaries and where tradition and innovation are family members. Orchestre National De Barbès are unmissable live and where their mix of Middle Eastern and African grooves with Parisian panache and bravado reign supreme. Tonight they play from their new CD “Rendez-vous Barbes” (Le Chant du Monde) which showcases a band at the peak of its creative power.
THE RICH MIX SESSION

 THE RHYTHMS Event 22 | Tuesday 25 October | RichMix, London |
Tickets: 020 7613 7498 | www.richmix.org.uk     
 

THE RHYTHMS 

FEMI SOFELA, bass/vocals; GBENGA KOLADE, keyboards/vocals; EBENEZER OKE, lead guitar/vocals; HAPPY AKPIE, rhythm guitar/vocals; TOSIN ADEBAYO, kit drums; SAIDI GBADAMOSI, percussion; 
GRACE OKUSANYA, backing vocals
Nigeria’s The Rhythms plays thrilling contemporary urban African music that is powered by afrobeat rhythms and funk grooves. Lead by bassist Femi Sofela of the African Jazz Allstars fame the Rhythms draw influences from Africa, Caribbean, South America and America. Their dazzling virtuoso playing, multi musical influences and blazing passion for performance make the group a live sensation.  
UPSTAIRS AT THE RITZY SESSIONS 
DIABEL CISSOKHO (SENEGAL) Saturday 10 September | Upstairs at the Ritzy | 8.30pm | £7/£6 (cons)/£5 Members Tickets: 0871 9025739 | www.upstairsattheritzy.co.uk
 Diabel Cissokho is a master kora and ngoni player. A phenomenal singer and composer who has enough positive energy to power a small country.  His virtuosic talent, expression and sensitivity made him the kora player of choice for the likes of Baba Maal, Nuru Kane, Abdou Diop, Kandia Kouyate and Mama Draba. For the festival he leads his 6-piece group. 
 

THABANI (ZIMBABWE) Friday 16th September| Upstairs at the Ritzy | 8.30pm | £7/£6 (cons)/£5 Members Tickets: 0871 9025739 | www.upstairsattheritzy.co.uk
Thabani Nyoni was born in Bulawayo Zimbabwe . African music was very much part of Thabani’s upbringing. His father was a singer in a band called Amabutho, an all male harmony choir with a repertoire sung in Zulu. Thabani released his first album “Mind is a rebel” in 2007 and for this festival he features songs from his new CD “Child of Independence ”. Its acoustic instrumentation helps the artist to make it a personal journey with surges of childhood memories. 
 

YAABA FUNK (VARIOUS) Saturday 17 September | Upstairs at the Ritzy | 8.30pm | £7/£6 (cons)/£5 Members Tickets: 0871 9025739 |www.upstairsattheritzy.co.uk
The pride of Brixton Yaaba Funk brings their explosive mix of Hi-Life and Afro-Funk to this festival session. Their floor-filling extravaganza combining the tightest rhythm section this side of Accra , fat analogue basslines, blazing horns, sparkling African and gritty rock guitars is best experience in this intimate venue. This is a punky Afro roots music for the 21st Century  as their acclaimed debut album ‘Afrobeast’proves!
